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accusing, the excusing begins and stirs up a nest of thoughts which would, by their contentions, distract the attention and ward off the blow. These internal discussions may take a variety of shapes. First an attempt may be made to overlook the deed, to drown the still small voice by louder noise, say, the bustle of business or the din of folly. But if this be impossible, if there has been manifest evil done, pain inflicted, chidings on the part of those we esteem or love, then these terrible assaults like the strong wind, and the internal struggles like the earthquake, and the convictions burning like the fire will so arouse the soul that it must attend to the voice which, if not so loud, is more penetrating than all its precursors, asking, " What hast thoti done ?" The effort will now be to palliate the offense, to plead extenuating circumstances, to set some supposed good done over against the sin, generally to cover the evil out of sight, to bury it beneath a load of earth. This can be accomplished by the "thoughts" the more easily and effectively, because the evil deed may have been of a concrete or complex character, and may be viewed under favorable aspects. This deceitful speech was to cover a friend ; this profane word was to express our sense of ill usage ; this rude word to rebuke an improper deed ; this lust had love in it; this covetousness proposed to gain wealth for a good end. The thoughts in their natural action will thus construct a covering which may become as hard and impenetrable as that of the shellfish. The accusing will thus lead to excusing, the charge to the defense. Many seem to live all their days in this intermediate, disputed country, flitting from the one to the other, ever driven back from the reproach to the excuse, and the excuse allowing some new offense with its charge. Surely this is an unhappy position, exposed to